properties. As curative simples I shall briefly consider the common Male and female ferns, the Royal fern, the Hart's Tongue, the Maidenhair, the common Polypody, the Spleenwort, and the Wall Rue. Etch of these owes its respective usefulness chiefly to the tannin which it contains ; whilst those more specially endowed with healing power3 yield also a particular chemical acid called filicic, which is fatal to worms. Generically, the term " fern " has been referred to the word " feather," because of the pinnate leaves; or 
